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Criminal Domestic Violence Programs 

Overview 

The South Carolina Office of the Attorney General believes that the reduction of 
Criminal Domestic Violence (CDV) in South Carolina can be achieved through 
education, prosecution, and the formation of centralized CDV courts.  Taking the lead in 
these efforts, the Attorney General has created three programs: the S.T.O.P. Violence 
Against Women Program (STOP), the SC Rural Domestic Violence Initiative (RDV), 
and the Pro Bono Prosecution Program (Pro Bono).  

Training 

Through the office’s STOP and RDV programs law enforcement, judges and prosecutors 
are educated about CDV - its causes, consequences and most current legislation.  
Therefore, the AG’s Office hosts several trainings throughout the year and across the 
Palmetto State.    

Public Awareness 

The AG’s Office also aims to educate the community in several ways.  Every October, 
the Office hosts an annual Silent Witness ceremony to commemorate the lives of 
domestic homicide victims from the preceding year.  Silent Witness raises public 
awareness and provides an opportunity for the community to support the fight against 
CDV.  The Office has also partnered with Wal-Mart, Inc. to raise awareness in five rural 
counties in the Pee Dee.  Through this partnership posters with tear-off resource cards are 
placed in the women’s dressing rooms and restrooms of Wal-Mart stores.  This pilot 
project has been a great success in the Pee Dee, resulting in a 59.5% increase in calls to 
the local CDV hotline.    

Prosecution  

The STOP and RDV Programs provide prosecution for CDV cases to the summary courts 
(magistrate and municipal courts) in the state.  Through these programs, victims receive 
much needed legal representation, which has led to a greater conviction rate.  To bolster 
the efforts of the state prosecutors, Attorney General McMaster implemented the unique 



and effective Pro Bono Program, whereby private attorneys are trained and certified 
through the AG’s Office to become special prosecutors for CDV cases. The AG’s Office 
then assigns cases and maintains an electronic database of case information. To date, the 
Pro Bono program and its fifty (50) active pro bono attorneys have tried almost 1900 
cases with a conviction rate around 70%.   

Last year, Attorney General McMaster asked the legislature to appropriate $2.2 million to 
the Solicitors so that they could hire/appoint one dedicated CDV prosecutor to each 
county.  These CDV prosecutors are required to have a significant presence in summary 
courts although they can handle some cases in general sessions.  In this way the CDV 
prosecutor is the central figure for the coordinated community response to CDV in each 
county. 

Centralized Courts 
 
Centralized courts are integral to the prosecution of CDV cases.  CDV cases are complex 
and unlike any other criminal cases.  A centralized court creates the environment 
necessary for the trial of these unique cases.  A set day and time for court each week or 
month allows representatives from various service organizations (i.e., batterer treatment 
programs, domestic violence shelters and organizations, victims’ advocates, etc.) to be 
present in court to offer their services.  In addition, a centralized court is most conducive 
to the availability of a prosecutor, relieving law enforcement from the responsibility of 
prosecuting the case and keeping the judge in his or her rightful place as an impartial 
party.  Therefore, the AG’s Office, through its various programs, works to centralize 
summary courts throughout the state.   
 

 
 
 
 

For  more information, please contact the Office of the Attorney General: 
 

S.T.O.P. Violence Against 
Women Program 

Pro Bono Program Rural Domestic Violence 
Program 

Contact: Frazier J. Wilson Contact: Frazier J. Wilson Contact: Emily Brady 

Tele: 803-734-3745 Tele: 803-734-7105 Tele: 803-734-4080 

Fax: 803-734-4078 Fax: 803-734-4078 Fax: 803-734-4078 

Email: Fwilson@ag.state.sc.us Email: ProBono@ag.state.sc.us Email: Ebrady@ag.state.sc.us

 
Post Office Box 11549 * Columbia, South Carolina * 29211-1549 



Rural Domestic Violence 
Initiative County  

Pro Bono Municipality 

Pro Bono County 



 
The State of South Carolina 

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
 

Explanation of Statistical Information 
 
Information regarding criminal domestic violence victims, arrests and homicides was pro-
vided to this office by the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division (SLED) and, in some 
cases, local and county law enforcement agencies.  To the best of our knowledge, it is true 
and accurate.  It should be noted that these numbers are not the number of incidents, rather 
the number of victims, that reported having experienced domestic violence. 
 
Rates from the years 2003 and 2004 are computed per 10,000 based on population statistics 
from the year 2000 United States census, while rates from the year 2005 are based on the 
population statistics from the year 2005 United States census.   
 
Information regarding the status of the prosecution of criminal domestic violence cases at the 
Summary Court (Magistrate and Municipal courts) level can be found on our website at 
www.scattorneygeneral.com/public/women.php.   
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For the purposes of looking at domestic assaults, the South Carolina Law En-
forcement Division (SLED), through its Uniform Crime Reports department, 
used the following definitions to produce data on assaults between intimates. 
 
DEFINED:  Aggravated Assaults, Simple Assaults or Intimidation which involve a husband, 
wife, common-law husband, common-law wife, ex-husband, ex-wife, boyfriend or girlfriend. 
 
AGGRAVATED ASSAULT BETWEEN INTIMATES:  Defined as an unlawful attack by 
one intimate member upon another with the intent of inflicting serious bodily injury through 
the use or threatened use of  dangerous weapons.  Attempts to assault are also counted since 
it is not necessary that injury result whenever a dangerous weapon is employed. 
 
SIMPLE ASSAULT BETWEEN INTIMATES:  Defined as an unlawful attack by one inti-
mate member upon another, not involving the use of a dangerous weapon and not resulting 
in any serious or aggravated injury. 
 
INTIMIDATION BETWEEN INTIMATES:  Defined as one intimate member unlawfully 
placing the other intimate partner in reasonable fear of bodily harm though the use of threat-
ening words or other conduct, but without displaying a weapon or subjecting the other to ac-
tual physical attack.  “Stalking” can be intimidation if the victim feels a threat of bodily 
harm.  Such threats can be made in person, by telephone, in writing, etc. 
 
It should be stressed that the statistics reported through SLED are the numbers of victims of 
domestic violence, not the number of incidents; e.g. there may be multiple victims when there 
is a single perpetrator during a single incident. 



Population: 15,880 
Total Number of Victims 2003-2005: 264 

 2003 2004 2005 

Total Victims 
 

94 83 87 

Victimization Rate 56 50 55 

Male Victims 13.9% 14.4% 11.5% 

Female Victims 86.2% 85.5% 88.5% 

Total Arrests 53 47 44 

Total Homicides 0 0 1 

Bamberg 



Population: 23,345 
Total Number of Victims 2003-2005: 580 

 2003 2004 2005 

Total Victims 
 

184 178 218 

Victimization Rate 78 76 93 

Male Victims 17.9% 10.1% 16.5% 

Female Victims 82.1% 89.9% 83.5% 

Total Arrests 101 114 111 

Total Homicides 0 0 0 

Barnwell 



Population: 137,849 
Total Number of Victims 2003-2005: 4,161 

 2003 2004 2005 

Total Victims 
 

1,220 1,425 1,516 

Victimization Rate 101 118 109 

Male Victims 20.3% 18.9% 21.6% 

Female Victims 79.7% 81% 78.4% 

Total Arrests 534 495 544 

Total Homicides 0 0 0 

Beaufort 



Population: 151,673 
Total Number of Victims 2003-2005: 3,525 

 2003 2004 2005 

Total Victims 
 

1,084 1,236 1,205 

Victimization Rate 76 87 79 

Male Victims 16.4% 18.3% 18.8% 

Female Victims 83.4% 81.7% 81.2% 

Total Arrests 474 496 417 

Total Homicides 3 0 1 

Berkeley 



Population: 15,100 
Total Number of Victims 2003-2005: 344 

 2003 2004 2005 

Total Victims 
 

126 99 119 

Victimization Rate 83 65 79 

Male Victims 11.2% 19.2% 17.6% 

Female Victims 89% 80.7% 82.4% 

Total Arrests 18 30 60 

Total Homicides 0 0 0 

Calhoun 



Population: 330,368 
Total Number of Victims 2003-2005: 7,820 

 2003 2004 2005 

Total Victims 
 

2,703 2,448 2,669 

Victimization Rate 87 79 81 

Male Victims 16.5% 16.5% 17.9% 

Female Victims 83.4% 16.5% 82.1% 

Total Arrests 1,274 1,106 1,111 

Total Homicides 4 5 1 

Charleston 



Population: 53,844 
Total Number of Victims 2003-2005: 1,686 

 2003 2004 2005 

Total Victims 
 

531 594 561 

Victimization Rate 101 113 104 

Male Victims 20% 14.1% 15.9% 

Female Victims 80% 85.8% 84.1% 

Total Arrests 213 221 228 

Total Homicides 0 3 1 

Cherokee 



Population: 33,228 
Total Number of Victims 2003-2005: 972 

 2003 2004 2005 

Total Victims 
 

345 336 291 

Victimization Rate 101 99 88 

Male Victims 14% 10.8% 16.8% 

Female Victims 86% 89.4% 83.2% 

Total Arrests 92 78 93 

Total Homicides 0 1 0 

Chester 



Population: 43,435 
Total Number of Victims 2003-2005: 933 

 2003 2004 2005 

Total Victims 
 

348 290 295 

Victimization Rate 81 68 68 

Male Victims 16.4% 11.3% 9.5% 

Female Victims 80.7% 88.6% 90.5% 

Total Arrests 151 126 137 

Total Homicides 0 0 0 

Chesterfield 



Population: 33,363 
Total Number of Victims 2003-2005: 691 

 2003 2004 2005 

Total Victims 
 

180 232 279 

Victimization Rate 55 71 84 

Male Victims 11% 15.1% 19.9% 

Female Victims 88.8% 85% 82.1% 

Total Arrests 77 67 51 

Total Homicides 0 0 1 

Clarendon 



Population: 39,605 
Total Number of Victims 2003-2005: 1,554 

 2003 2004 2005 

Total Victims 
 

568 512 474 

Victimization Rate 148 134 120 

Male Victims 12.2% 13.1% 14.3% 

Female Victims 87.9% 86.9% 85.7% 

Total Arrests 188 186 159 

Total Homicides 0 0 0 

Colleton 



Population: 67,346 
Total Number of Victims 2003-2005: 2,393 

 2003 2004 2005 

Total Victims 
 

868 700 825 

Victimization Rate 129 104 123 

Male Victims 15.5% 16.1% 17.5% 

Female Victims 84.6% 83.8% 82.5% 

Total Arrests 377 265 270 

Total Homicides 1 0 0 

Darlington 



Population: 30,974 
Total Number of Victims 2003-2005: 583 

 2003 2004 2005 

Total Victims 
 

206 192 185 

Victimization Rate 67 62 60 

Male Victims 19.4% 14.1% 18.4% 

Female Victims 80.7% 86% 81.6% 

Total Arrests 83 44 56 

Total Homicides 1 0 0 

Dillon 



Population: 112,858 
Total Number of Victims 2003-2005: 2,691 

 2003 2004 2005 

Total Victims 
 

786 847 1,058 

Victimization Rate 82 88 94 

Male Victims 18.5% 20.3% 18.8% 

Female Victims 81.5% 79.7% 81.2% 

Total Arrests 242 218 237 

Total Homicides 0 1 0 

Dorchester 



Population: 25,528 
Total Number of Victims 2003-2005: 491 

 2003 2004 2005 

Total Victims 
 

196 133 162 

Victimization Rate 80 54 63 

Male Victims 19.9% 15% 14.8% 

Female Victims 80.1% 84.9% 85.2% 

Total Arrests 70 48 50 

Total Homicides 0 0 0 

Edgefield 



Population: 24,047 
Total Number of Victims 2003-2005: 735 

 2003 2004 2005 

Total Victims 
 

247 224 264 

Victimization Rate 105 96 110 

Male Victims 17% 16.9% 18.6% 

Female Victims 83% 83% 81.4% 

Total Arrests 134 82 115 

Total Homicides 1 0 0 

Fairfield 



Population: 131,097 
Total Number of Victims 2003-2005: 4,255 

 2003 2004 2005 

Total Victims 
 

1,501 1,355 1,399 

Victimization Rate 119 108 107 

Male Victims 17.6% 16.2% 16.1% 

Female Victims 82.3% 83.9% 83.9% 

Total Arrests 439 365 419 

Total Homicides 1 0 2 

Florence 



Population: 60,983 
Total Number of Victims 2003-2005: 1,471 

 2003 2004 2005 

Total Victims 
 

525 495 451 

Victimization Rate 94 89 74 

Male Victims 17.5% 14.2% 17.7% 

Female Victims 82.5% 85.9% 82.3% 

Total Arrests 184 170 158 

Total Homicides 0 0 1 

Georgetown 



Population: 40,7383 
Total Number of Victims 2003-2005: 7,150 

 2003 2004 2005 

Total Victims 
 

2,034 2,479 2,637 

Victimization Rate 54 65 65 

Male Victims 17.3% 16.5% 17.1% 

Female Victims 82.8% 83.6% 82.9% 

Total Arrests 1,279 1,738 1,879 

Total Homicides 4 3 2 

Greenville 



Population: 67,979 
Total Number of Victims 2003-2005: 3,166 

 2003 2004 2005 

Total Victims 
 

1,111 1,021 1,034 

Victimization Rate 168 154 152 

Male Victims 19.7% 20% 22% 

Female Victims 80.2% 80.1% 78% 

Total Arrests 459 417 451 

Total Homicides 0 0 1 

Greenwood 



Population: 21,329 
Total Number of Victims 2003-2005: 537 

 2003 2004 2005 

Total Victims 
 

154 209 174 

Victimization Rate 72 98 82 

Male Victims 15.5% 17.7% 15% 

Female Victims 84.5% 82.4% 85% 

Total Arrests 35 43 34 

Total Homicides 1 0 0 

Hampton 



Population: 226,992 
Total Number of Victims 2003-2005: 8,090 

 2003 2004 2005 

Total Victims 
 

2,844 2,468 2,778 

Victimization Rate 145 126 122 

Male Victims 18.2% 19.8% 22% 

Female Victims 81.7% 80.1% 78% 

Total Arrests 1,124 1,373 1,558 

Total Homicides 1 2 6 

Horry 



Population: 21,398 
Total Number of Victims 2003-2005: 829 

 2003 2004 2005 

Total Victims 
 

215 308 306 

Victimization Rate 104 149 143 

Male Victims 12.1% 13.3% 13.4% 

Female Victims 88% 86.7% 86.6% 

Total Arrests 92 61 70 

Total Homicides 0 0 1 

Jasper 



Population: 56,486 
Total Number of Victims 2003-2005: 748 

 2003 2004 2005 

Total Victims 
 

292 200 256 

Victimization Rate 55 38 45 

Male Victims 13.7% 16.5% 14.8% 

Female Victims 86.3% 83.5% 85.2% 

Total Arrests 170 103 93 

Total Homicides 0 0 0 

Kershaw 



Population: 63,113 
Total Number of Victims 2003-2005: 1,840 

 2003 2004 2005 

Total Victims 
 

654 558 628 

Victimization Rate 107 91 101 

Male Victims 17.5% 17.1% 20% 

Female Victims 82.5% 82.8% 80% 

Total Arrests 302 220 261 

Total Homicides 0 1 0 

Lancaster 



Population: 70,293 
Total Number of Victims 2003-2005: 2,258 

 2003 2004 2005 

Total Victims 
 

744 740 774 

Victimization Rate 107 106 110 

Male Victims 17.1% 51.8% 18.3% 

Female Victims 83% 84.5% 81.7% 

Total Arrests 150 221 299 

Total Homicides 1 0 1 

Laurens 



Population: 20,638 
Total Number of Victims 2003-2005: 581 

 2003 2004 2005 

Total Victims 
 

240 171 170 

Victimization Rate 119 85 82 

Male Victims 16.8% 14.7% 13% 

Female Victims 83.3% 85.3% 87% 

Total Arrests 64 43 45 

Total Homicides 1 0 0 

Lee 



Population: 235,272 
Total Number of Victims 2003-2005: 4,975 

 2003 2004 2005 

Total Victims 
 

1,761 1,662 1,552 

Victimization Rate 82 77 66 

Male Victims 16.3% 17.9% 17.3% 

Female Victims 83.6% 82.1% 82.7% 

Total Arrests 728 673 573 

Total Homicides 0 4 1 

Lexington 



Population: 10,108 
Total Number of Victims 2003-2005: 1,534 

 2003 2004 2005 

Total Victims 
 

507 563 464 

Victimization Rate 143 159 133 

Male Victims 15.8% 17.2% 14.4% 

Female Victims 84.2% 82.8% 85.6% 

Total Arrests 159 132 109 

Total Homicides 0 1 0 

Marion 



Population: 34,904 
Total Number of Victims 2003-2005: 1,274 

 2003 2004 2005 

Total Victims 
 

401 448 425 

Victimization Rate 139 155 152 

Male Victims 12.1% 17.7% 15.5% 

Female Victims 87.8% 82.4% 84.5% 

Total Arrests 113 129 127 

Total Homicides 0 0 0 

Marlboro 



Population: 28,021 
Total Number of Victims 2003-2005: 128 

 2003 2004 2005 

Total Victims 
 

42 45 41 

Victimization Rate 42 45 41 

Male Victims 14.4% 8.9% 12.2% 

Female Victims 85.6% 91.2% 87.8% 

Total Arrests 30 28 17 

Total Homicides 0 0 0 

McCormick 



Population: 37,250 
Total Number of Victims 2003-2005: 1,069 

 2003 2004 2005 

Total Victims 
 

360 354 355 

Victimization Rate 100 98 95 

Male Victims 19.9% 16.7% 21.1% 

Female Victims 80.1% 83.3% 78.9% 

Total Arrests 260 209 205 

Total Homicides 0 0 0 

Newberry 



Population: 69,577 
Total Number of Victims 2003-2005: 1,208 

 2003 2004 2005 

Total Victims 
 

429 375 404 

Victimization Rate 65 57 58 

Male Victims 17% 18.2% 17.6% 

Female Victims 83% 81.9% 82.4% 

Total Arrests 239 176 180 

Total Homicides 1 0 0 

Oconee 



Population: 92,167 
Total Number of Victims 2003-2005: 2,848 

 2003 2004 2005 

Total Victims 
 

917 1,014 917 

Victimization Rate 100 111 99 

Male Victims 18% 19.5% 18.4% 

Female Victims 82% 80.5% 81.6% 

Total Arrests 318 323 306 

Total Homicides 4 4 1 

Orangeburg 



Population: 113,575 
Total Number of Victims 2003-2005: 1,703 

 2003 2004 2005 

Total Victims 
 

382 603 718 

Victimization Rate 34 54 63 

Male Victims 12.3% 18.6% 17.3% 

Female Victims 87.6% 81.5% 82.7% 

Total Arrests 260 250 267 

Total Homicides 3 0 1 

Pickens 



Population: 340,078 
Total Number of Victims 2003-2005: 7,015 

 2003 2004 2005 

Total Victims 
 

2,494 2,366 2,155 

Victimization Rate 78 74 63 

Male Victims 14.9% 16.3% 15.3% 

Female Victims 85.1% 83.7% 84.7% 

Total Arrests 985 872 917 

Total Homicides 3 7 1 

Richland 



Population: 18,895 
Total Number of Victims 2003-2005: 365 

 2003 2004 2005 

Total Victims 
 

151 106 108 

Victimization Rate 79 55 57 

Male Victims 20.5% 14.1% 10% 

Female Victims 79.5% 85.8% 90% 

Total Arrests 74 43 36 

Total Homicides 0 0 0 

Saluda 



Population: 266,809 
Total Number of Victims 2003-2005: 5,593 

 2003 2004 2005 

Total Victims 
 

2,014 1,907 1,672 

Victimization Rate 79 75 63 

Male Victims 18.2% 19.1% 19.4% 

Female Victims 81.7% 80.9% 80.6% 

Total Arrests 1,325 1,105 986 

Total Homicides 2 4 4 

Spartanburg 



Population: 105,517 
Total Number of Victims 2003-2005: 5,445 

 2003 2004 2005 

Total Victims 
 

1157 3,171 1,117 

Victimization Rate 111 303 106 

Male Victims 18.2% 17.4% 15% 

Female Victims 81.6% 82.6% 85% 

Total Arrests 355 367 371 

Total Homicides 1 1 0 

Sumter 



Population: 28,539 
Total Number of Victims 2003-2005: 520 

 2003 2004 2005 

Total Victims 
 

151 174 195 

Victimization Rate 51 58 68 

Male Victims 16.6% 16.7% 18% 

Female Victims 83.5% 83.4% 82% 

Total Arrests 125 131 172 

Total Homicides 0 0 1 

Union 



Population: 35,395 
Total Number of Victims 2003-2005: 561 

 2003 2004 2005 

Total Victims 
 

140 194 227 

Victimization Rate 38 52 64 

Male Victims 15% 11.8% 16.3% 

Female Victims 85% 88.2% 83.7% 

Total Arrests 28 70 69 

Total Homicides 0 2 0 

Williamsburg 



Population: 190,097 
Total Number of Victims 2003-2005: 6,017 

 2003 2004 2005 

Total Victims 
 

2,066 2,010 1,941 

Victimization Rate 126 122 102 

Male Victims 22.7% 20.5% 22.6% 

Female Victims 77.3% 79.4% 77.4% 

Total Arrests 849 863 804 

Total Homicides 0 0 1 

York 


